ADUSTLUS GFFIC AL COMMUNICATIONS To

‘ \‘fii‘(‘;iz;‘:f:ilsﬁﬁpro\led ’For@Iease 2002/05/29, : CIA-RDP84-0049¢ ;‘00800140025-7
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

This document consists of 1 page.
Copy / of U4 copies, Series A.

SECRET December 13, 1956

MEMORANDUM FOR: Special Assistant for Inter and Intra
Agency Liaison
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington 25, D. C.

SUBJECT: Reeiprocity in the Activation of Embassy
Radio Transmitters

Pl

In connection with youriinquiry concerning reciprocity,
sn inconclusive examination of our files indicates that formal
requests for euthority to establish transmitters in thelr
Washington Rmbassies have been received from Greece, Guatemala,
India, Israel, Italy, France, Spain, Switzerland, Syria,
Yugoslavia, Egypt and Korea.

The matter has been discussed informally by representatives
of the British Imbassy among others.

In addition, to our knowledge, the Washington missions of
Rumania and Hungery have initiated transmissions without requests
for prior approval, both being requested by formal diplomatic note
4o cease such illegal transmissions.

If it is essential that 2 more complete list be compiled
we will endeavor to undertake the necessary research of files.
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Robert G. Kreer
Chief
Division of Communication Services

State & OGC reviews completed
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10 Wovember 1956

Dear s, Srundages
oa November 21, 1956, Mr. Reoger W, Jone s.‘forwarded to this Agency
_a pronoscd amendment to Section 305 of the Comrmunications Act of 1934 and
2 letter from the Department of Siate to vou recommending that the President
request the Congress to enact thic amendment. This Agency is viially
) .

- \II - - -
intercsted in this matter and feels that it is important to the national interest

“ihat this amendment be enacted.

cuch a threat to the national defense and security is serious enough in
‘ nowmal times but become s appalling under cmergency conditions such as

caist in Coeatral Durope and the Middle Fast at the pregent tirme, As$ an

/
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Ve therefore believe that the fundamental avthorization for
reciprocity is essential and that the proposed amendment granting such
recinrocity ig so drafied as to eliminate or minimize the other problems
cacousiered,

As to the effect on American commercial carriers, it is our belief

tnat they will cbject to the emendment on principle but that they canaot

wcounily demonstrate any great potential loss of revenue and that, thereiore,

I iz cur belief that few countries would actually install radio
doeilities at thelr diplomaitic rnissions here due partly to the cxpense invoived
ol partly to the fact that the majority of tnc countries represented do not

3

cazcess the technical facilities to handle thelr communications under the
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100ernts Honitation which is contemplated. Ve, on the other hand, operate
cur network with 100-watt transmittexrs working through a geries of bases
~nd so ave in no way hampered by this limitation, Consequently the bulk of

25X1C

the present commerxcial traific would continue,

On the technical aspects we agree also with the conclusions in the

letter irom the Department of State that under the conditions contemplated
the operation of stations involved would not interfere with other radio

secrvicao in this country.

‘“uis complex problem has received the closest study for several

e

yeare, and we have from the start felt the urgency for establishment of
recisrocal rights.

Ve believe the need for amendment to the 1934 Act is understood by
2il azencics cencerned, and we, therefore, believe that the proposal forwarded
to you by the Department of State should become part of the President’s
icnislative pregrarn and its enactracnt should be sought as early in the next

ccosion of the Congress as circumstances permit,
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e oo the claosified nature of much of the information pertaining

e comraunications network and of the information sct forth avove, we

Lelieve that the Department of dtate shouid continue to be the proponesnt of
this new legislation, but, as we are 50 vitally concerncd, we wish to be

of asoistance in any manner possible and will-furni sh information in support
of our position in any circumgtances where adequate assurance can be given

of protection of so much of the information &s is ¢lasgsified.
N

Very truly yours,

/
+
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